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They're the most awesome heroes 
fighting the most despicable villains 
in a universal struggle for power. 
And they're yours in this incredible 
collection of twelve action figures. 
Just squeeze 'em. Each has its own 
power action. Superman punches. 
Brainiac kicks. The Flash runs. Get 
them together and you trigger the 
endless battle of the Super Powers 
Collection. Who wins? Who loses? 
You decide! 
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FIGHT, 
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/T5? NOT WHAT YOU EXPECT! 
BY GERRY CONWAY, 

JOSE LUIS GARCIA LOPEZ £ 
PI CARPO VILLAGRAN 
THE ATARI FORCE SEARCHES 
FOR A WAY TO FREE THE 
CAPTIVE TEMPEST, HELP BY 
THE PSYCHIC SAPIST PSYKLOP. 


VIGILANTE! THE LIVING 
INSTRUMENT OF JUSTICE ! 
EYMARV 1VOLFMAN, 
ROSSANPRU k 
MIKE PB CARLO 
THE ELECTROCUTIONS/* IS 
ON THE TRAIL OF A 
COMPUTER CHIP THIEF--ANP 
VIGILANTE MUST STOP THE 
ELECTROCUTIONER—AT ANY 
COST! PEL UX FORMAT. 









E M flIBSCRIBi TODAY!! 


SAVE % on gygRy book/ 

Prices for 12 issue subscriptions ore: (LiKg issuer ffggg/) 


$9.00 (for 75C Books) : 

_Action Comics (01) 

_Justice League (16) 

-All-Star Squadron (71) 

_Tales of the Legion (91) 

_Green Lantern (18) 

_Superboy (77) 

_Superman (06) 

_Wonder Woman (20) 

_Tales of the Titans (92) 

_Batman & The Outsiders (57) 

_Arak (40) 

_Swamp Thing (84) 

_World's Finest (07) 

_Blue Devil (93) 

_Firestorm (85) 

_Batman (10) 

_Jonah Hex (45) 

_Supergirl (87) 

_Detective Comics (12) 

_Sgt. Rock (61) 

_Arion (89) 

__ The Flash (14) 

_Warlord (69) 

_DC Comics Presents (22) 

_Atari Force (24) 

_Star Trek (21) 


$ti<00 (for $1.25 Books): 

$l^fi00 (for Deluxe Off-set $1.25 Books) 

$1022 

$1022 



-Best of DC Digest (55) _Thriller (63) _Vigilante (04) 

_Gl Combat (60) -Omega Men (76) _Infinity Inc. (90) 

_New Talent Showcase (30) _The Teen Titans (82) _Legion of Super-Heroes (05) 


Enclosed please find $_for the titles indicated above. 

Remittance (via check or money order - U.S. funds) must accompany order. 
Add $1.00 additional postage for each title to be delivered outside the U.S.A. 
Thank you. 


Please print legibly 
and mail to: 

DC Comics Subscriptions 
P.O. Box 1308-F Dept.W-1 
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neveb-fobgotten loneliness anp tebbob. 
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ANP THE CHILP SHE STILL- IS 
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SHE WAS/IS 
ALONE, 
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SHE WAS/IS 
UNLOVED. 


THIS ONE T 
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FANTASTIC STICKERS 

UFO's • Space Heroes • Shorks 
And More! 

Complete with 3D Glosses 

‘1“ /5] ALKEMY 

I • I Productions. Inc. 
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MARVEL & DC COMICS LOWEST PRICES 


grading. Recent books only 60c. Super last service;satisfac¬ 
tion guaranteed. We also sell bags, boxes, backing boards, 
mylar, etc. For catalogue send 25C to: J&S Comics. PO Box 
2057, Red Bank. NJ 07701 

3 MIL COMIC BAGS 
jm $5.25 per 100 bags WL 

pFTr ■ include 25e for catalog a 

EMPIRE COMICS 


March of Dimes 

DEFECTS FOUNOAJfONMBBBI 


BODYBUILDING COURSE 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR WOO V 

K necessary. Nothing else to buy. FAST 
ff RESULTS. Complete, easy to understand 
' ' fully illustrated. Monty t 

„ id if not completely satisl 
j )) Special HANDBALANCING lessons 

^ */L / fl,t,r resul,s included - ,0: 

. i ./A ( p EN DULUM PRODUCTS 
/ Box 246 Dept. 2 W 
\ Brooklyn, N.Y. 11214 J 


SUN POWERED 
AIRSHIP! 


UFO SOLAR 
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ach 30.000 feet! Tested in Wisconsin. I watch- 
iaoie attack the Airship at 2.000 feet while it was 
mbing. Guaranteed to fly Uu year around - 
d required You have the fun - let the sim do 
tffct RETURN FOR REFUND IN 30 DAYS IF NOT 
bfgjg + 97C tratage^ tending ^Send 
[id Exciting gift. ORDER TODAY! Grandpas 
[Z Chicago III. 60620. Mail orders only 

GOLDEN STATE COMICS 

Send 25« for comics seBtng iist ; 
and FREE, protective comicbag. > 

4088 Boundary. San Diego. CA 92I.16. 


COMIC If OR 

BOOKS L §ALE i 

250.000 in stock, complete Marvel & DC 
Groups from 1035-1983. Also T V. Guides, 
James Bond, U.N.C.L.E., Doc Savage, 

**— r —\ Shadows, T.V. Avengers, 

-10.1983. 
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A RANT. A VEGETABLE. 

a muck-encrusted mo 

Of A4WN. 

rH/IT'S ALL HE EVER WAS. 

TFWT’STla HE'LL AS02BE. 

ITSTORTEP WITH 


THE SENSATIONAL TALE WHERE 
HE LEARNED THE T&t//// 
ABOUT HIMSELF. 

AW HE DOESN'T LIKE IT. 

HE DOESN'T LIKE IT AT ALL. 















































































































































































WIPE ANGLE 1 //EW. 


f maetin, will you tell youb 

FPIENP WHAT'LL HAPPEN TO H/0 
1 0HIP IF I PUT ALASEE-BLA6T A 
SC THPOUGH TH/E CONTROL - sA 
PANEL? 
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---- -r- AND A 

/ MAyee ^ 

_/ THIS TIME 
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FEMALE? > 


'eiye them the prose, eelease^ 
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> — I WANT THEM X 

gT OFF THIS SHIP IN ) 

\F/IAE MINl/rE&. J 


* YOUP PEOPLE^ 
HAVE WON A BOUNP, 
MARTIN. ONLY A A 
^ round. 


































By Jack Kiity,JoeyCavakeri, Adrian Gonzales and Pablo Marcos! 

THE NEW DC. THERE’S NO STOPPING US NOW! 


THE MINI-SERIES THAT SHAKES THE COSMOS! 
















































(Instead of the usual pre-letters 
snappy patter, we're going to dive right 
into the Feedback mail sacks this month 
and see what weird and wonderful 
missives lend themselves to publication 
here. To wit:) 


Dear Atari Gang, 

Issue #4 was terrificl Years ago, in the 
back of LOIS LANE was this little lost 
gem of a strip I adored. It was The floss 
and The Thorn, drawn by the master of 
action art, Ross Andru. I've been a 
devoted fan ever sines. Thus, it was 
heartwarming to see his beautiful work 
on this issue. 

Storywise, it's nice to see the various 
plot-paths converging. Seeing the "old" 
ATARI FORCE makes me add my voice to 
those other fans requesting that you 
reprint those earlier gamp books. Not 
being blessed with a video-computer 
yet, I do feel like part of your saga is 
incomplete. Please try to remedy this. 

Again, the adventure is superb. 

Your fan, 
Ron Fortier 
P.0. Box 266 
Somerworth, NH 03878 

(Ron, your thoughts echo those of 
many other readers, both in your praise 
of Ross Andru's distinctively dynamic 
artwork and in your desire to see the 
original ATARI FORCE mini-comics 
reprinted. 

As for Ross, he's just taken over 
penciling THE VIGILANTE, so you can 
see his latest masterpiece every month 
there. But regarding the ATARI FORCE 
mini-comic reprints, we'll just have to 
wait and see. We're looking at a number 
of different formats for reprinting them, 
but ultimately the quantity and intensity 
of reader response will decide whether 
or not they ever see (re)print. And higher 
sales on the ATARI FORCE monthly 
comic wouldn't hurt either / 

In the meantime, however, we're 
being deluged with requests for the 
A TARI FORCE mini-comics, as well as 
for the SWORDQUEST mini-comics. 
We're afraid that we can't honor these 
requests—even WE don't have that 
many to spare. So, as of now, you’ll just 
HAVE to buy the specially marked 
cartridges to get the comics. Pleeese — 
no more requests, threats, or offers— 
we CANNOT be bribed!) 


Dear Mr. Heifer, 

I loved AF #4, "Families." The art was 


beautiful; the story was great. Is Hukka a 
pet or a sentient companion? Li San 
O'Rourke looks like her Chinese mother 
and sounds like her Irish father. Both of 
Dart's parents look so young and 
handsome; I expected them to have a 
few more gray hairs. 

I especially liked the scenes of 
Morphea probing Martin's memories 
and dealing with the captain and Babe. 
What's all this feldercarp about 
Morphea not having a family? 
Just because her creche-parents and 
creche-siblings weren't blood relatives 
doesn't mean they're not her family. 

Are the immigrants on New Earth and 
their descendants the only humans in 
this galaxy of the Multiverse? As I 
suspected, Martin isn't as crazy as 
everyone thought. A little paranoid, 
maybe, but not totally far out. There 
is...someone out there. Maybe the Dark 
Destroyer, maybe not. You said DD was 
tentacled, but Dart's enemy is a biped 
with only two arms. I wonder how Tukla 
Oly will fit into the Atari Force. 

Sincerely yours. 

Susan M. Murrie 
3753 Mount Ashmun Place 
San Diego, CA 92111 

IWhile we're sure that some pets ARE 
sentient creatures, to answer your 
question, the Hukka is quite intelligent 
and sensitive. If you're especially 
curious about the origins of the cute 
little orange critter, you might try to get a 
copy of A TARI FORCE mini-comic H3, 
where the Hukka was first introduced. 
There, it was explained that the Hukkas 
were a race of creatures that could 
perform routine tasks with remarkable 
ease and conscientiousness, and were 
lovable companions to their Zylon 
masters besides. And even though the 
Zylons were destroyed years ago, there 
are still zillions of Hukkas on a planet 
somewhere in the Multiverse. The 
Hukkas can also be seen popping up in 
the pages of the STAR'RAIDERS 
graphic novel—if you can still find it at 
comic specialty shops. 

As for Morphea, she DOES indeed 
have a family. But if you've already 
read this issue, you'll see that it's by no 
means like a traditional human family. 

Although the major concentration of 
humans are located on New Earth, we'll 
be meeting humans who've settled on 
other planets as the series progresses. 
And as for the Dark Destroyer... well, Fd 
better clam up, or Gerry will kill me for 
blowing a major plot twist I— Have / said 
too much, Gerry?) 



are developing well and the art and 
dialogue are as good as ever. Now that 
everyone is on New Earth, I'm wonder¬ 
ing why the Dark Destroyer is so bant on 
kijling Dart and her family. I hope these 
questions are answered soon in .up¬ 
coming issues. 

Paul Bushey 
5 Murray Lane 
Winslow. ME 04901 
(Sorry, Paul, but Gerry won't allow me 
to answer your very legitimate question. 
You'll just have to keep reading like the 
rest of us.) 


Dear DC, 

I think that a terrible mistake is being 
made and I hope I can sway your 
decision before it's too late. I'm talking 
about ATARI FORCE. The book is a very 
enjoyable one, with fun characters (I like 
Dart and Tempest the most, by the way), 
good writing, and good artwork. The 
thing I am getting at is the artwork. Jose 
Luis Garcia Lopez has long been a 
favorite artist of mine and I awaited this 
book eagerly. Thi6 was to be his first 
regular assignment and I was glad. After 
so many great, great Superman stories 
and numerous fill-ins, I was ready for a 
regular Garcia Lopez vehicle. Now, after 
less than a handful of issues, he is 
pushed down to inker and shortly, if 
sources are correct, will be leaving the 
book entirely. 

Now, Ross Andru is a great artist, I like 
him a lot, but Garcia Lopez is some¬ 
thing else entirely. He is one of ATARI 
FORCE'S strong points, a super- 
dynamic artist. Don't let Garcia Lopez 
slip away or I fear that ATARI FORCE 
could be in rough waters. OONT LET 
JOSE GOII 

Mark Waldman 
9639 Amigo Ave. 

Northrldge, CA 91324 

(Whoa, Mark—calm down / Jos6 isn't 
going anywhere! We totally agree that 
Jose s presence makes A TARI FORCE a 
joy to read, and Jose has no plans to 
leave. Inking Ross Andru was one of 
Josi's professional ambitions, one we 
were more than overjoyed to help him 
realize. Now that issues 4 & S are 
finished, Jose has settled back into his 
much demanded role of regular pen- 
ciller. So next time you write, get your 
sources straight, okay?!) 











Dear Mr. Heifer, 

In AF #3, "Pakrat goes WILDI" So 
what else is new? Plenty, among them 
Rident Oly. Or is itTukla Rident? I think 
Tukla Rident has a better ring. The point 
may be moot, since Rident called his 
brother "Tukla” at least three times. 
Perhaps Rident was using the surname 
contemptuously, to underline the 
family's shame. (By the way, is it "Tuck- 
la," or "Took-la"? I like "Took-la") 
Pakrat mentioned brothers. No sisters? 
Well, it's possible. And I hope those 
things he trashed were androids. 

Dr. Morphea is becoming more inter¬ 
esting also. How nice that she came to 
New Earth on my 69th birthday. Some¬ 
thing to look forward to. I think she's 
being too hard on herself, though. I don't 
think she really understands emotions. 
Emotions can create and strengthen 
identity. On the other hand, who am I to 
judge another entire culture? 

I'm curious about the meaning, pur¬ 
pose, and origin of the elaborate tattoos 
on the left side of Dart's body. 
( "Elaborate"! Gadl You could use full 
frontal nudity and no one would even 
notice.) I suppose you'll let usall know in 

As for reprinting the original AF 
books, go for itl Not caring for video 
games, I got the first three issues by 
hook or crook (two from Atari, one from a 
store with a faulty game cartridge), and I 
have the feeling, since AF is a hot title, 
that the whole bunch of them are going 
to be harder to get than DC COMICS 
PRESENTS #26. $1 

Signed, 
John Henry Sain 
2261 Kings Highway 
Medford, OR 97501 

(Y'know, John, we were going to 
answer some of your questions, but it 
looks like you answered them all for usl 
As for the value of ATARI FORCE back 
issues, all we can say is that we 've got a 
couple hundred locked away in our safe 
deposit boxes—hopefully, one day 
they'll pay for the kid's college educa¬ 
tionI) 


Dear Gerry, Ross, and Jose, 
Congratulations on an awesome 
comic. Yes, I'm talking about AF #4. 

The story was great, albeit a little lack¬ 
ing in action. It was terrific to see Dart 
and Chris together. The scene they were 
in was good, too. I've only read the first 
issue of the mini-comic, so I’ve never 
seen Mohandas, Li San, or Hukka 
before, but I think they're great char¬ 
acters and should be given bigger parts. 

Question time: How come, on page 7, 
you show the "Kylos” taking off, but on 
page 12, panel 4, it's still connected to 
the gantry? Other than that, though, the 
Martin/Morphea scene was great. The 
flashback to Martin and Lydia's conver¬ 
sation with Lucas brings up another, 
simpler question. Where is Lucas 
nowadays? is he still with ATARI, or 
what? Please explain this soon. 

Now for the art. I have a little less to 
say about this, and here it is: STUN¬ 
NING I BEAUTIFULI AWESOMEI How’s 


that? Ross' pencils were great, as were 
Jose's inks, Puh-leeeese get these two 
to do a few more issues. 

Old business: Is Prof. Venture's first 
name Caitlin (Chris' fact file, ish #2) or 
Lucia (pg. 7, ish #3)? Please clear this 
up. 

D C. forever, 
Rich Bowen 
11612 So. Sheridan 
Tacoma, WA 98444 

IThe "Kylos" took ofI for a couple of 
panels to restock their Kug supply at the 
local "Kug shop"—there are hundreds 
of them all over the galaxy—and return¬ 
ed so the captain could "kug-a-lug" 
before meeting up with Morphea again. 
For more information on Kug—the 
national drink of New Earth—see An¬ 
drew Logan's letter below. 

You've already seen a bit more of 
Lucas Orion, and he'll be popping up 
now and then as the series continues. 
And the Caitlin/Lucia Venture contro¬ 
versy has reached its conclusion: As of 
issue H5—page 2, to be precise—the 
name of Chris Champion's sometime 
mentor is Lucia Caitlin Venture. Got 
that. Morphea? 

Well, the clock on the wall says it's 
time to check out a few missives from 
our younger readers, so here goes:) 


Dear "Advanced Technology and 
Research Institute": 

I love your comic. I was looking 
through comic racks and ATARI FORCE 
caught my eye. I thought—Heyl Maybe 
this is the same as the ATARI FORCE I 
got with my Defender cartridgel I bought 
it, read it, and found I was wrong. But I 
loved itl I showed my friend (Joe Eudy) 
and got him hooked. He got his friend 
(Aaron Black) hooked, and we all love itl I 
even got my sister liking it. She says it’s 

In issue #3 I was sorry to see what 
happened to Blackjak. He and Dart are 
my favorite characters. My compli¬ 
ments to Garcia Lopez and his art. 

I just started collecting comic books 
and I’m glad I did in time for ATARI 
FORCE. It is my favorite comic. Thanks 

Rick Edwards 
1206 Roberta Ann 
Sherwood, AR 72116 

(Glad to have you and your buddies 
aboard. Rick. Keep on showing ATARI 
FORCE to your other friends—the more 
the merrier / We're sorry that you were 
sorry to see Blackjak's untimely death, 
but this next letter makes US wonder if 
we did the right thing!) 


Dear ATARI FORCE Creators: 

Aha, you fools fell into my trap, this 
letter will eat you upl After reading 
ATARI FORCE #3 I got so mad my Mood 
Ring explodedl You had to kill off the 
best character, didn't you? Yes, I mean 
Blackjak, who did you think I meant, that 
idiot the captain? In ATARI FORCE #1 
the captain said, "We're running out of 
Kug," but in issue #2 he got drunk on 


Kug. Where did he get more Kug? The 
local Kug shop? Now listen here. You put 
Blackjak back or I'll get angry. I have 
written many letters to comic book 

get angryl 

Sincerely, 
Andrew Logan 
(Take it easy, Andrew! It's only a 
comic bookI in answer to your question 
about the captain, it's really quite 
simple—you're right!) 


Dear Jos6 Luis Garcia Lopez, 

I just started reading ATARI FORCE. 
It's great, you do a great job at drawing 11 
like drawing, it's like a hobby. By the 
way, my name is James Patrick McKane 
IV. My hobbies are Dungeons and 
Dragons, and drawing space guns and 
ships. But when I draw ships I can't get 
the details right. I'm also into video- 
games and computers. I've got the last 
two issues (2 & 3). I'd like to ask if you 

ings or steps to drawing ships and guns 
and drawings for Blackjak and Dart. You 
don’t have to send them. You might have 
work to do. Bye. 

Sincerely, 

P.S.: If you do send the drawings, 
could you start sending them monthly, 
of new guns and ships and Christopher 
Champion and Pakrat? That's all. Bye. 

(Sorry. James—and all the other 
readers who wrote asking for original 
sketches—but Jose is much too busy 
drawing each monthly issue of A TARI 
FORCE to send personal sketches. 
Much as he'd love to be able to. Jose's 
drawing hand is all tied up at the 
moment, and from the took of reader 
response to his dazzling artwork, it will 
be for a tong time to come.) 


(That’s all the room we have this 
issue. Before we go. however, we'd like 
to remind you of a couple of things: First, 
please sign your name and address to 
your letter, not just the envelope. 
Second, if you're under 12 years of age, 
include your age in your letter. Third, 
don't send us any money, either for back 
issues or subscriptions. Fourth, be nice 
to old people, and fifth, don't play in 

—Andy Heifer 


Next issue. Boy o boy o boyl Have we 
got an issue for youl Babe is lost in 
space, and when he finally reaches terra 
firma, he lands right in the middle of— 
what? Meanwhile, aboard Scanner 
One, the ATARI FORCE try to figure out 
what happened to Babe as Dart has 
some more rather disturbing visions. All 
this and the introduction of what might 
be the weirdest new character yeti 
What else can we say but—be there, or 
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is the magazine 
for you—the 
athletically-minded 
young American. 
Every month we 
have features on 
staying in shape, 
eating right, sports equipment and fash¬ 
ion. Plus pictures, word games, a color 
poster, trivia questions, cartoons and 
much more. 


Pick Up A Copy At Your Newsstand Today J 

























